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Aloha Chair Fukunagaandmembersof the Public SafetyandEconomicDevelopment
Committee,

The Coalition for a Tobacco-FreeHawaii (Coalition) stronglysupportsBill 28. The Coalition for
aTobaccoFreeHawaii (Coalition) is an independentorganizationin Hawai’i whoworksto
reducetobaccousethrougheducation,policy and advocacy.Our organizationis anonprofit
organizationwith over 100memberorganizationsand2,000advocatesthat work to createa
healthyHawaii throughcomprehensivetobaccopreventionandcontrol efforts.

The dangersof smokingandsecondhandsmokearewell-known.The U.S. SurgeonGeneral,in
2010,notesthat anylevel of exposureto secondhandsmokeis dangerousandcan be harmful.
Bus stopsoften attractlargenumbersof people,andcommutershavelimited opportunitiesto
avoid secondhandsmokein theseareas.Many families, elderlypeople,andpeoplewith
disabilitiesuseTheBusfor their regulartransportation, putting themat risk of exposureto
secondhandsmoke.Childrenareparticularlyvulnerableto the effectsof secondhandsmoke;
their bodiesarestill developing,andexposurecan causeasthma,respiratoryinfectionsand other
healthproblems.’

Growing scientificevidenceshowsthat secondhandsmokehasaharmfuleffect on air quality in
someoutdoorsettings. Studieshaveshownthat whenpeoplearein closeproximityto each
other,the levelsof exposureto secondhandsmokecanbecomparableto secondhandsmoke
levels measuredwithin enclosedspaces.2

The Coalitionstronglysupportsthis effort in order to protectthe healthof all peoplein public
spaces.We looksforwardto working with ourcity andstategovernmentalagencies,including
TheBus,the Departmentof Health, the Honolulu Police Department,and anyotherstakeholders,
to ensurea successfulimplementationof this newpolicy.

Thankyoufor the opportunityto testify.
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JessicaYamauchi,ExecutiveDirector
Coalition for aTobacco-FreeHawaii
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